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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X11. Over-sxploitation of the Albanian oil wells sirge the war has lod to con-
siderable detorioration in the guality of the product. uells are drawvn on
until fine send and sodinent are reached, amd much of the resulting pradust
is found to be wunusable. The refined product, whether produced at Kucove
or in the USSR, is of unilommly poor gquality. That vhich is rolined in
Runania is slishtly vetiers .

2. Lxbraction nachinery is badly worn, and at tines falls to function. DBecause
oi’ shortage of retal for the construction of derricks,those of wells whisch
appear to be oxhausted ore disantled and re-oroctod over mow borings, despitae
the possibility that the old wells, while inactive for a perlod, i1isht again
berin to be productive through infiltrations of tho subsoil.

3. The refinery at Kuecove is on occnsion inoperative becauso of tho hreaxdouwn
of machinery and lack ol spare purts.

4, The punping station at Skrofotine is inusctive. The installations controlling
the inflauable reases are oubt of craer, and so i'ar wbbenpts to obiuin 1eWw
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5, Crude 0il is accordingly brought to Vleune, both fron Patos and Kucovoe by
pipo-lines i which the erude oll .oves by its owun weight anc Loticie The
level o' ftll is slisht, end progress is slmis In winter, because of  the
low tonpersture, pessaie of tho oil 1s sonetimes at a staidstill for soveral
deys on onde

6. A new pipeline is reportodly beinr, constructed betucon l'atos and Vlene, via
Mer, with a lovel of fall of' 45 relers. o prossurc or suction ("aspirazione™)
stations are to bLe srected.

25X17- | on the avera s, two 15,000-ton .ankoers sail from Albenisn
ports every month for Rurania or the USSR, earrying crude oll fram the oil
wells at Patos eand Kucove.
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